Savitribai Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

Tel. No. 020-25621049/50 Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC)

E-mail — igac(@unipune.ac.in Ganeshkhind, Pune — 411007.
Ref. No. IQAC/ 3¢ Date: 2 4 NOV 2020
To,

The Principal/Director/HoD,

Affiliated Colleges / Institutes/ University Departments,
Savitribai Phule Pune University,

Pune

Subject: Call for Research Proposals under ‘Assistance by SPPU for Project-based Innovative
Research’ Scheme (ASPIRE 2020).

Dear Sir/Madam,
Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU) provides financial support to the emerging

researchers amongst teachers working in the University Departments, affiliated colleges and
recognized Institutes, under scheme ‘Assistance by SPPU for Project-based Innovative Research’
(ASPIRE 2020)

The aim of the scheme is to strengthen research quality among the University and
College/Institute teachers. Online proposals are invited under ASPIRE 2020 scheme. The period for
online submission of the proposal is 24 November 2020 to 24 December 2020. A copy of detailed
guidelines is enclosed herewith for your information.

It is mandatory to submit the proposals through online mode only. Incomplete or incorrect
application forms or applications that lack essential information/documents will be summarily
rejected without any correspondence. Proposal submitted through e-mail will not be entertained.
Application must be uploaded at the online ASPIRE portal, Go to http://www.unipune.ac.in - Click
on ASPIRE Portal - Click on Login or ASPIRE Research Proposal Click here to Apply - Login

with Your teacher profile username and password - Click on ASPIRE 2020 - Click on Create New
Proposal. Applicant has to use teacher’s login-id provided by the University through respective
affiliated colleges/recognized Institute/University departments.

For any query regarding this scheme, please send e-mail to iqac@unipune.ac.in

You are requested to bring the content of this circular to the notice of all the eligible faculty
members of your College/Institute /University Departments.

With regards, \

(Dr.Prafulla Pawar)
Director
Internal Quality Assurance Cell

Encl.: ASPIRE 2020 guidelines.
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ASPIRE

Assistance by SPPU for Project-based Innovative Research

1. PREAMBLE

Savitribai Phule Pune University started a resegreimt scheme in the year 2006, initially
with the name ‘BCUD Research Project Scheme’, withial budgetary provision of Rs.5
Crore. The scheme was aimed at providing initis#édséunding to budding researcher
teachers, so as to develop their confidence toyafmpl larger funding to various funding
agencies outside. Subsequent to an overview offihetioning and performance of the
scheme over last 12 years, the Hon’ble Vice Ché#orcebnstituted an Advisory Committee
under the Chairmanship of Prof. S. Ananthakrisht@rirame the guidelines, monitoring
processes and scrutinize the proposals. The Advi€emmittee recommended a need to
restructure the scheme with following purpose:

a) To develop a systematic mechanism for trackingo#réormance of the scheme, both
at individual proposal level and at gross level.

b) To make the process of approval of the proposalsparent and strictly on merit
involving national level subject experts for scnyti and assessment of the
proposals.

c) To develop a mechanism to monitor progress of ttopgsals periodically against
stated goals.

Based on the recommendations of the Committeegvinllg revised guidelines are hereby
being issued for the restructured scheme.

2. AIMS & OBJECTIVES

With a purpose of broadening the footprint of tlevel initiative as well as to provide for
intrinsic accountability and outcome-orientatiohe tscheme is hereby being revised and
restructured as per the guidelines here. The schasibeen renamed as ‘Assistance by SPPU
for Project-based Innovative Research’ with itoagm ASPIRE.

The scheme aims at promotion of research cultutearaffiliated institutions and recognized
institutes in closer collaboration with the univgrscampus. It also intends to provide
guidance, mentorship and financial assistance tmgdeachers so as to nurture them as
researchers in the near future. The scheme shaltifg talented researchers with proven
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track record and support them to realize their vative and original research ideas into
impactful research outcome.

Through this scheme, the university shall strivde@gelop a research ecosystem for university
departments, affiliated colleges and recognizetitutes where every competent and willing
researcher shall be given opportunity for furtheearf his/her research interests. The
scheme will enable close interaction with industng society to develop useful technologies
and intellectual properties.

3. ELIGIBILITY for ASPIRE Research Mentorship Program

Young Teachers (Full Time Approved/Appointed) offilated institutions/university
Departments, below the age of 40 years who areernitial stage of their academic careers,
with demonstrated interest/inclination to pursuseegch activities and have potential to be
nurtured as researchers if provided guidance, m&mnfpand funding.

University Department/Affiliated Colleges/Recogrdzénstitute forwarding the proposal
should have adequate research facilities for impteation of such projects.

4. NATURE OFASSISTANCE

Funding for individual proposal shall not exceed. RsLakhs for subjects in Science/
Engineering/Pharmacy and Rs. 2 Lakhs for all othisciplines, based on the realistic
requirements of the proposal. Duration of the mtoghall be maximum two years.

5. APPLICATION PROCEDURE

All eligible teachers (Regular Full Time Approvegfgointed) may submit their applications
ONLINE in the prescribed proforma available on thaiversity website. Before submitting
the proposal to the University, the HoD/Principaiéddtor of concerned University
Department/Affiliated College/Recognized Institughould assess the proposal with a
certificate that the proposed research work condatarthe guidelines. The downloaded three
(3) copies of the same duly forwarded by the Hol#pal/Director of concerned University
Department/Affiliated College/Recognized Institughould be brought at the time of
presentation.

6. SELETION PROCEDURE

a. Online applications for the scheme shall be invitethe prescribed proforma along with
necessary documents.
b. Every proposal shall include a two-page synopsishef proposal in English language

clearly stating objectives, methods and deliversblghe project.
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. Every proposal shall be scanned for plagiarism edmr possible and proposals not
complying with the UGC guidelines in this regar@kibe rejected.

. The University shall decide on the number of preg®so be selected in the year
concerned.

. A suitable screening process through multistagecseh and / or evaluation will be
evolved by the University depending on the numtigroposals received.

. MONITORING OF THE PROJECTS

. It shall be mandatory for every Principal InvestaygPI) to submit a six-monthly progress
report to the university in the prescribed format.

. At the end of first year, the Pl shall make a pnéstion before the expert committee,
whose decision regarding continuation of finanasdistance shall be final.

. Along with third six-monthly progress report, itashbe mandatory for the PI to submit at
least preliminary draft of a paper that will beelaprepared for publication at the end of
the project in a UGC-referred journal.

. At the completion of the project i.e. after two g&aevery candidate shall submit a project
completion report to the university in the preseddformat within one month from the
date of completion of two years. Along with the gaetion report, the Pl shall submit a
full draft of the paper that is planned to be psiid.

. The University shall recommend appropriate actiondse the research work is not found
satisfactory and/or any unethical practices areedt
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The University will provide financial support fone items like Equipment, Books, Hiring
Services, Contingency, Chemicals and ConsumablesieTand fieldwork. The applicant
shall submit budget head wise expenditure plan.

Non-Recurring Grants
Equipment /Books.

i)  Researcher should mention name and detailed coafign/specification of the
equipment along with its cost.
i) Equipment shall be purchased only in first yeathefresearch project.

iii) The escalation, if any, in the cost of approvediggent may be met out of
savings/re- appropriation from non-recurring heady with the approval of the
University.

iv) The equipment and books acquired by the Principakdtigator under this
Research Project must be deposited to Universipament/ Affiliated College/
Recognized Institute after the completion of thejgut which will be the
institutional property.

v)  The University Department/Affiliated Colleges/Renagpd Institute should make
every effort to make such equipment available enl#tboratories for effective use
by all.

vi)  Equipment and books so purchased from the sanctigrant shall not be written
off without the prior approval of the University.

Recurring Grants

(a) Hiring Services

i) This is meant for specialized technical work, sashsample analysis, for which the
University Department /Affiliated College/Recognilzelnstitute either has no
infrastructure or such services are available gmgat basis.

i) However, if such services are availed for the psepof collection of data,
preparation of questionnaire/ schedule or reportitivgr except for routine
administrative work. Such person may be paid remation @ maximum Rs.200/-
per day. The expenses shall be sanctioned to apgepmit only on the production of
record regarding daily work done by the hiredspardatewise.

(b) Contingency

i) The admissible contingency grant may be utilizegpares for apparatus, photo-stat
copies and microfilms, typing, stationary, postagemputation and printing needed for
the project.

i) Expenses to the maximum limit of Rs.3,000/- shalplermitted for purchase of Pen
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Drive (Max. 2) Toner refilling and printing and ldiimg, photocoping etc.

iif) Expenditure towards the audit fee can also be eéldionder contingency head.
(c) Special Needs

Assistance may be provided for any other speciglirement in connection with the
project which is not covered under any other ‘Buddgead’ of the scheme with the prior
approval of the University at the time of sanctranthe project. (Justification should be
submitted separately).

(d) Chemicals and Consumables

To meet expenditure on chemicals, glassware aner atthnsumable items required for
the project.

(e)Travel and Fieldwork

i) The amount allocated under the head travel/fieldkwe to be utilized for data
collection and collection of other information wittthe scope of the ongoing project.

i) Travel allowance shall be admissible only for ttaweade by road/rail public
transport. No DA shall be admissible.

iii) Travel by Air is strictly prohibited under this srhe.

iv) Travel expenses for visits/discussion to/with thepest, to purchase books,

equipment or to visit Research Institutions, Libsy Museum, attending conferences,
seminars, workshops and training courses siall not be permissible under the

project grant.

(N Re-Appropriation

The Principal Investigator may request to the Ursitg for re-appropriation of the
recurring grant allocated under each head alonlg thé justifications only at the end of
first year.

Project Assistant is not allowed for Research Mentghip Program.

General Conditions of use of grants

1. Maximum of 50% of the sanctioned amount shall sbulised to their respective
affiliated colleges/recognized institute/universigpartment on notification of
sanction of the project. However, the Universityyntake appropriate decision in
exceptional cases for reasons to be recorded tmuguri

2. Purchases from the grant sanctioned for reseajbgbrshall be done as per the
University norms notified from time to time.

3. Tax Invoices shall be obtained for all the purckdsem the sanctioned grant.



10.

11.

12.

13.

As per the Indian Stamp Act, revenue stamp shalifbeed for all the receipts
above Rs.5000/-.

While carrying out purchases from the sanctioneshgrexemption of Goods and
Services Tax available for research purpose skabibained.

Every purchase shall be recorded in appropriatekstegister i.e. Dead Stock
Register or Consumable Stock Register.

Stock entry number shall be recorded on each aed/éill along with seal and
signature of the Principal/Director/HoD of the Hkdfied college/recognized
institute/University Department.

While purchasing Books, discount for academic psepshall be obtained.

Books should be recorded in the accession regastdrentry number shall be
recorded on the bill with signature of the Libraria-charge of the Library and
the Principal/Director/HoD of the affiliated colleg/recognized institute/
University Department.

Purchase of any equipment required for researchi slod be purchased by
combining grants sanctioned to more than one teawalidout prior written
permission of the University.

Audited statement of accounts and Utilization Giedte shall be produced in the
Audit Camp organized by the Finance and Accounsaltenent of the University
through Academic and Research Co-ordinator of tilege/recognized institute
concerned.

Admissible budget for various budget heads shatidbelow:

(% of upper limit) | Technology
(% of upper limit)

Sr. No.| Budget head Faculty of Scienc€&aculties othe
and Technology than Science an

1 Books/e-books 05% 10%
2 Equipment/Specialized software 50% 25%
3 Contingency 05% 10%
4 Field work/Travel 05% 10%

5 Hiring services 15% 40%
6 Chemicals & Glassware/ 20% 05%

Consumables

Purchase of Computer, Laptop or spare parts i.ethé&t Board, DVD Writer, Hard
disk, RAM, Anti-virus etc., Mobile Hand Set, DVD &jer, Micro-Oven, Home
theatre, Mixer, Camera, Handycam, Printer, ScanRefrigerator, Book Rack,
Furniture and such other appliances / material sioalbe permitted.

14. Expenditure on membership/subscription of any sewvias well as expenses for

15.

filing patents/publication charges shall not benpéed.
If field work or data collection is a part of thesearch project, daily expenses on
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

daily allowances of the person hired for the puepsisall not be more than Rs. 200/-
per day. The expenses shall be sanctioned onlyhenptoduction of record
mentioned regarding daily work done by the hirexspe.

If researcher is transferred to other collegefiutior opted for new employment,
within the jurisdiction of the University she/he ahcommunicate the change
immediately to the University along with NOC frorath colleges/institutes.

In case the Principal Investigator leaves the ptajee to unforeseen circumstances,
the Co-Investigator could be considered as thechah Investigator subject to
approval of the Principal Investigator, HoD/Priralipirector of the University
Department/College/Institute concerned.

The project stands terminated in the absence ofRhéCo-Investigator for a
continuous period of six months without intimatimnthe University. In such a case
the College/Institute shall be required to refune éntire amount to the University
immediately.

Prior approval of the University shall be obtaifiedcarrying out consultancy based
on the project.

Distribution of the Consultancy charges so receigba@ll be done as per the
University rules.

University shall not take any liability (Financikaife) of persons engaged for hiring
services.

If researcher files patent application on the bas$isesearch done through project
sanctioned and funded by the University, it shdaddnandatorily disclosed.

On the non-production of financial reports as reepliby the University, grants
sanctioned to the project along with interest @ 10% shall be recovered from the
college/Institute. University shall have right ecover such dues from any amount due
to College/Institute under any other scheme olthiersity.

Researcher shall not use outcome of the reseaogdcpfor any commercial purpose
without written prior permission of the University.

The final decision will be taken by the Universiyithorities on the basis of
recommendations made by the Committee and theadiéy of funds under the
scheme.

8. PROJECT MONITORING & ASSESSMENT:

The amount released shall be spent according tapgpeoved heads/items within
the approved allocation mentioned in sanctioniette

After one year from the date of implementation g project the University will

organize Mid-term evaluation interface meeting velerPl will present the

progress of the project before the subject experts.

On the basis of recommendations of the expertsgress report, expenditure
statement and utilization certificate, the Univigrsvill release the 35% of the total
sanctioned amount (70% of Balance amount) recuaimd) non-recurring grant as
the Second installment.

If the Non-Recurring grant is not utilized beforedMerm Evaluation meeting,
prior permission may be obtained from the Univgrsit
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Vi,

Vil.

viil.

9.

Remaining 15%of the total sanctionedmount(30% of Balance amountyill be
released on receipt of following completion docutsexs final reimbursement.

The final report of the project should be uploadedIlQAC portal of University
website and a Certificate of the same duly signed astamped by the
HoD/Principal/Director ~ of concerned  University  Dejpaent/Affiliated
College/Recognized Institute.

It is mandatory to post the FINAL REPORT and Exasusummary of the report,
Research documents, monograph, academic papersdguounder Research
Project on the website of the University. A Cectifie of the same duly signed and
stamped by the HoD/Principal/Director of concernedJniversity
Department/Affiliated College/Recognized Institute.

A consolidated audited item—wise detailed stateroeakpenditure incurred during
the complete project period duly signed and sedlgdChartered Accountant,
HoD/Principal/Director of concerned University Dejpaent/Affiliated College/
Recognized Instituterell as the Principal Investigator in the presaiilpeoforma.

A consolidated audited detailed statement of treaedl fieldwork during the
complete project period duly signed and sealed bgr@red Accountant, HoD /
Principal /Director of concerned University Depaetmh /Affiliated College /
Recognized Institute as well as the Principal Itigasor in the prescribed
proforma.

The unutilized grant if any should be refunded irdrately through RTGS / Online
Transfer directly in favour of the Finance and Aaets Officer, Savitribai Phule
Pune University, Pune-411007.

The Principal Investigators/HoD/Principal/Directasf concerned University
Department/ Affiliated College/Recognized Institute expected to settle the
accounts immediately on completion of the projéctcase the balance grant, if
any, is not claimed within six months from theedaf completion of the project,
the same will lapse and no representation willidergained on this behalf.

GENERAL

a) After finalization of the selection procedure ottResearch projects the names of
the selected Pl will be posted on the Universitybsie. The Pl should check their
names and send their acceptance certificate dulywafded by the
HoD/Principal/Director of concerned University Deipaent/Affiliated
College/Recognized Institute immediately, to enabite University to send the
approval/sanction letters.

b) Any Principal Investigator, who wants to go on asgignment outside the country
not exceeding three months, in the absence of iBahinvestigator Co-Investigator
may act as Principal Investigator.

c)lt is mandatory to acknowledge the financial suppoovided by the University in
affiliation and acknowledgment section of publioafpatent/technology transfer
documents.
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d) If a Principal Investigator fails to complete th@ject, he/she has to refund the entire
amount disbursed with interest @ 10% per annum.

e) As a general policy, no time extension shall beegito a project, however, in
exceptional circumstance, the University shall magpropriate decision on an appeal
by the Principal Investigator.

f) Teacher will be eligible to avail the benefit oheascheme again after 5 years, from
completion of the prior project.

kkkkkkkkkkkkk
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Annexure - |

(Application Form Online)

http://bcud.unipune.ac.in/BCUD_Research/InvestigBtefault.aspx

14



Annexure — Il

Savitribai Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

ACCEPTANCE CERTIFICATE FOR RESEARCH PROJECT

Name:

Project No.:

Project Title:

1. The research project is not being supported byo#mgr funding agency.

2. The terms and conditions related to the grant eceable to the Principal Investigator and
University Department/Affiliated College/Recogniziedtitute.

3. At present, | have no research project approvetyersity or any other funding agency
and the accounts for the previous project, if drgye been settled. The details of the earlier
research project are as under:

Project No.

Project Title:

4.
(i) Applicants date of birth:

(ii) Age:

5. The date of implementation of the project is

Signature of PI Signature of the Co PI Signaturgl@D/Principal/Director
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Annexure - Il

Savitribal Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)
STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE IN RESPECT OF RESEARCH PRERTT

1. Name of Principal Investigator:

2. Application ID

3. Name of the Universitidepartment/ College/Institute:

4. Project Title:

5. Effective date of starting the project

6. a. Period of Expenditure: From To
b. Details of Expenditure
S.No. Particulars Amount Expenditure

Approved(Rs.) Incurred(Rs.)

I. Books/e-books
il. Equipment

iii. Contingency
iv. Field Work/Travel (Give details in the
proforma at Annexure- V).

V. Hiring Services

Vi. Chemicals & Glassware/
Consumables

Vil. Any other items (Please specify)

1. If as a result of audit objection some irregulargynoticed at later date, action may be
taken to refund, adjust or regularize the objee@dunts.

2. It is certified that the grant of Rs. (Bemp only)
received from theUniversity under the scheme of Assistance by SP&UPfoject-based
Innovative Research (ASPIRE) entitled

vide University letter No. dated has been fully utilized for
the purpose for which it was sanctioned and in atmnme with the terms and conditions laid
down by the University.

Signature of PI Signature of the CoPI Signaturel@D/Principal/Director
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Annexure - IV

Savitribai Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE INCURRED ON FIELD WORK

Name of the Principal Investigator:

Name of the Place | Duration of the Visit | Mode of Journey Expendituneuirred
visited (Rs.)

From To

Certified that the above expenditure is in accocdamith the University norms for Assistance
by SPPU for Project-based Innovative Research (RERI

Signature of PI Signature of the CoPI Signaturel@D/Principal/Director
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Annexure -V

Savitribai Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

Utilization certificate

Certified that the grant of Rs. péeg

only) received from the University

under the scheme of Support for Assistance by SiBPBroject-based Innovative Research (ASPIRE)
Entitled

Vide University letter No. dated has been fully utilized for the purpose for

which it was sanctioned and in accordance withteh@ms and conditions laid down by the University.
If as a result of check or audit objection someguidarly is noticed at later date, action will b&en to

refund, adjust or regularize the objected amounts.

Signature of PI Signature of the Co PI Sigreaof HoD/Principal/Director

Chartered Accountant
(Seal)

18



Annexure — VI

Savitribai Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

Annual/Final Report of the work done on the Assiseaby SPPU for Project-based
Innovative Research (ASPIRE).

(Report to be submitted within 6 weeks after cortipfeof each year)

1. Project report No. 1st /2nd/3rd/Final

2. Project No.

3. Period of report: from to

4. Title of research project

5. (a) Name of the Principal Investigator

(b) University Department/Affiliated College/Reconed Institute where work has
progressed

6. Effective date of starting of the project

7. Grant approved and expenditure incurred duringpgveod of the report:

a. Total amount approved Rs.

b. Total expenditure Rs.

c. Report of the work done: (Please attach a sepshatet)

i. Brief objective of the project

ii. Work done so far and results achieved and pubtiogtiif any, resulting from the work
(Give details of the papers and names of the jdsinmawhich it has been published or
accepted for publication)
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iii. Has the progress been according to original plawark and towards achieving
the objective if not, state reasons

iv. Please indicate the difficulties, if any, experiethin implementing the project

v. If project has not been completed, please inditaeapproximate time by which it is
likely to be completed. A summary of the work ddoe the period (Annual basis) may
please be sent to the University on a separate.shee

vi. On completion of research project, the Pl/Co-Ingasor should submit final report (in
the format provided) to the University within thre@nths.

vii. Any other information which would help in evaluatiof work done on the project. At
the completion of the project, the first report sldandicate the output, such as

(a) Manpower trained (b) Ph. D. awarded (c) Pubbos (d) Patents (e) Technology
Transfer (f) other impact, if any.

Signature of PI Signature of the Co PI Sigreaof HoD/Principal/Director
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Annexure —VII

Savitribal Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

PROFORMA FOR SUBMISSION OF FINAL REPORT

=

Project Title:

n

Project ID

3. Name of the PI/ and Co-PI:

4. Name and address of the institution

5. University approval letter no. and date:

. Date of implementation:

. Tenure of the project:

6
7
8. Total grant allocated:
9

. Total grant received:

10.Final Expenditure:

11. Objectives of the project:

12. Whether objectives were achieved (give details):

13. Achievements from the project:

14. Summary of the findings (in 500 words) (attach saf@asheet)

15. Contribution to the society (give details) (attaeiparate sheet)

16. Whether any Ph.D. enrolled / produced out of tlogegut:

17. No. of publications/patents/technology transferathe projectattach separate sheet)

Signature of PI Signature of the Co PI Signaturel@D/Principal/Director
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Annexure — VI

Savitribai Phule Pune Universit

(Formerly University Btine)

ASSESSMENT CERTIFICATE
(To be submitted wiltle proposal)

It is certified that the proposal entitled

by (Dr./Prof./Mr./Mrs.)

Dept. of has been assessed by the

Committee consisting of the following members foraf submission to the University, for
financial support under the scheme Support for sdasce by SPPU for Project-based
Innovative Research (ASPIRE):

The proposal is as per the guidelines.

(REGISTRAR/ PRINCIPAL)
(Seal)
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Annexure — IX

Savitribal Phule Pune University
(Formerly University of Pune)

Final Report Assessment / Evaluation Certificate
(Two Members Expert Committee Not Belonging to limsitute of Principal Investigator)
(To be submitted with the final report)

It is certified that the final report of SupportrfAssistance by SPPU for Project-based
Innovative Research (ASPIRE) titled

by Dr./Prof. of Dept. of

has been assessed by the committee consistingltb@ihg members for final submission
of the report to the University under the scheme&opport for Assistance by SPPU for
Project-based Innovative Research (ASPIRE).

Comments/Suggestions of the Expert Committee:-

Name & Signatures of Experts with Date:-

Name of Expert:
University/College:
Signature:

Date:

Name of Expert:
University/College:
Signature:

Date:

Name of Expert:
University/College:
Signature:

Date:
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It is certified that the final report has been @uled on Support for Assistance by SPPU for
Project-based Innovative Research (ASPIRE) portal o

It is also certified that final report, Executivensmary of the report, Research documents,
monograph academic papers provided under ReseagjacPhave been posted on the
website of the University.

(HoD/Principal/Director)

Seal
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