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Date: 17/11/2021

To
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor
Savitribai Phule Pune University

Sub: Regarding creating awareness for Voter Enrolment
amongst students.

Ref: 1) SECM’s letter no. SEC/MNP-2021/CR 1/D10,
dt. 20/10/2021 addressed to the Vice Chancellor for
Electoral Roll Campaign.
2) Voter Registration Revision Program of 2021
3) Mahavoter ChatBot

Sir,

The State Election Commission Maharashtra (SECM) is a body
established under the Constitution of India; with a mandate to
conduct elections to all the local self government bodies which is the
3rd Tier of Democracy in a free, fair and transparent manner. It is the
duty of every citizen above 18 years of age, to get registered as a voter
and participate in the election process to make our Democracy
healthy, strong and robust.

In the coming two to three months, a large number of local body
elections are due, which shall cover almost the entire state. These
consist of elections to 23 out of 27 Corporations, 27 out of 34 Zilla
Parishads, 324 out of 370 Municipal Councils and Nagar Panchayats,
313 out of 351 Panchayat Samitis and 1889 Gram Panchayats.

The ‘Special Revision Program’ mentioned at Ref. No.1 above is
going on right now wherein every young person turning 18 years by
01/01/2021 is eligible to register as a voter. The reference no. 2 above
is the ‘Mahavoter ChatBot’, an online Voter Awareness Campaign
implemented in 2017 General Elections by The State Election
Commission Maharashtra (SECM) which was the first of its kind used
in any Election in the world. The Mahavoter ChatBot was very popular
and highly successful among young citizens, mainly due to the
participation of the students of your esteemed universities and active
role played by the faculties at that time. This would not have been
possible without the positive indulgence of the then Vice Chancellors.
The project in 2017 elections was a coordinated and cooperative effort
of universities, colleges, NGOs, District and Civic Administrations,
local bodies, media houses, social media houses, facebook, eminent




personalities, students and citizens in general. They all came together
for implementing the MahaVoter project under the umbrella of SECM.

The ‘MahaVoter’ ChatBot is a novel idea which is different from
traditional tools used for disseminating information. It involves,
interaction, which is interesting and creates fun; thus very popular
among the students and young generation. It provides all the relevant
information and links of Voter Registration in the first phase and later
regarding Voting in the second phase in the Run up to the actual
Polls.

This time also, SECM plans to involve all the universities and
colleges in the state through the UR, CR, student leaders, NSS, NCC
etc. The activity needs to be supervised and monitored by one nodal
faculty member. The activity needs to be launched by the Vice
Chancellor and the Principals (in their colleges) with a keynote
address to accelerate the spread of MahaVoter amongst the young
generation.

SECM, in continuation of our previous communication dtd.
21/10/2021 referred to above, appeals to you to involve your
university and colleges within the domain of your university, appoint a
nodal faculty member and give MahaVoter campaign a good start.

SECM also requests to kindly provide the contact details (name,
designation, email ID and phone/mobile numbers) of Nodal Officer,
colleges and their principals, CR/UR/student
organisations /NSS/NCC etc. so that SECM can directly mail them the
details of the campaign.

By the orders of Hon’ble State Election Commissioner,
Thanking you.

Yours,
PR
(Kiran Kurundkar)
Secretary
State Election Commission

Maharashtra.

Copy to: 1) The Principal Secretary, Higher and Technical Education with a
request to issue necessary instruction and to all the universities.
2) The Principal Secretary & Chief Electoral Officer, Maharashtra
State GAD Mantralaya, Mumbai for information and necessary
action.




